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own work, and assured Stahremberg that she would do
her utmost to prevent an undertaking which had com-
menced so well from stopping half way. The expectation
of Kaunitz was justified, and the promise of Madame de
Pompadour redeemed, by the event. A year afterwards
France was involved in a great alliance which had for
its object the partition of Prussia.
§ 3. Austria and Russia.
If France was as yet indisposed for an offensive alli-
ance with Austria, this was far from being the case with
Austria and Russia- For some time past the Czarina had
Russia. been prepared to go all lengths with Maria
Theresa. As far back as the year 1746, only six months
after the Peace of Dresden, a treaty of alliance
frpeters- was signed at St. Petersburg by Austria and
burg, June Russia which, though defensive in its general
tenor, evidently contemplated a renewal of the
war against Prussia. Seven years afterwards, a resolution
was passed at a meeting of the Russian Senate
Seth°elusinate at Moscow, to the effect that it should hence-
at Moscow, forth be considered a fundamental maxim of
y I7 ' the Russian Empire, not only to resist all fur-
ther aggrandisement of the King of Prussia, but also to
seize the first opportunity of overwhelming the House of
Brandenburg by superior force.
The virulent animosity against Frederick which was
felt at St. Petersburg rested on personal as well as on
The Czarina political grounds. The Czarina Elizabeth was
Elizabeth, a handsome, indolent voluptuary, grossly
superstitious, and though by no means destitute of
abilities, governed by the most unworthy favourites.
Her life was only too open to satire, and Frederick
unhappily was restrained by no motives of prudence in
the exercise of his wit. His sharp sayings on Elizabeth

